Allergens in hymenoptera venom. IX. Species specificity to Polistes (paper wasp) venoms.
Sera from 62 patients allergic to Polistes venom were used to study the allergenic relationships among four individual species of Polistes by both direct and inhibition RAST. Both direct and inhibition results showed that the four species' venoms were closely related. The species within the same subgenus were more closely related than those in different subgenera. The Polistes species were more closely related to each other than various yellow jacket (Vespula) species are to each other. The commercial Polistes venom mix appears to contain all of the relevant allergens.